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MEDICAL ANNOTATIONS.

a Christmas ordinarily passes away without the occurrence of

many cases of illness, more or less serious, and sometimes even

fatal, resulting from this cause.
The articles to be specially avoided are cheap lozenges of

all kinds, especially peppermint and ginger lozenges, conver- 
sation cards, sugared almonds, and comfits; whilst of the I

coloured articles, those containing yellow or green pigments
should be particularly avoided. The confectionery containing
essences and flavourings of various kinds should also be ab-
stained from, as they are, for the most part, very unwhole-
some.

We have again to give expression to the earnest hope that
the ensuing session will not be permitted to pass away with-
out something being done to put an end to the disgrace-
ful and dangerous adulterations, at least of Sugar Confec-
tionery, if not of those of articles of Food and Drink gene-

rally. We trust that the lives lost through the Bradford
calamity will not have been sacrificed in vain, and that the
warning afforded by that catastrophe, as well as by the

exposures contained in THE LANCET of this week, will pro-
duce some practical result, and be the means of causing the
adoption of such measures of precaution as will afford the pub-
lic some protection for the future. It is to be regretted that
the Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee on Adultera-
tions, Mr. SCHOLEFIELD, M.P. for Birmingham, is now absent
in America, and therefore that he will not have become fully
informed as to the extent and fearful character of the Bradford

poisonings, and the alarm excited thereby in the minds of the
public. However, it is quite competent for any other member
of the Adulteration Committee, or indeed of the House of

Commons, to take up the subject and to introduce a Bill next
session. We know that other members of the Committee

were deeply and warmly interested in the subject of adulte-
ration, and we should be rejoiced to find the matter actively
taken up by them in the House of Commons.

A TRIAL, of the utmost importance to the medical profession
at large, has just been concluded in Paris. The homoeopaths
of the French capital have been signally beaten; and we are
sure that every legitimate practitioner will be happy to hear
that these gentlemen were foiled in their attempt to exact

heavy damages from L’ Union M6dicale, a highly-esteemed and
courageous journal, which did not shrink from the task of

applying the proper epithets to the deceits and juggleries of
HAHNEMANN’S followers.

It would appear that, as far back as October 24th of last
year, a review was published, in L’Union M&eacute;dicale, on a

homoeopathic pamphlet. This review had been undertaken

upon the especial desire of the author, who was told that the
pseudo doctrine would be severely dealt with. M. GALLARD,
the author of the review, certainly spared not the rod; and
the homoeopaths so winced under it, that they formed a large
committee, which decided that twelve of the members should

bring an action for slander against the journal, laying the
damages at &pound;2000.
The whole profession of Paris was thrown into a state of

great excitement by this conflict, and much sympathy was
expressed for the prosecuted journal. Pamphlets were written
on both sides; the most talented counsel were engaged; and
on the 17th of November last the trial came on. Adjourn-

ments took place to the 1st, and afterwards to the 3rd, of
December; and after most brilliant speeches, and a very lucid

summing-up, the verdict was given for the defendants,-viz.,
the writer of the review and the editor of the paper.

This verdict was mainly founded on the fact that the article
made no direct allusion to any particular person; that the

twelve homoeopaths had no legal claim to form a body of
plaintiffs; and that discussion on scientific subjects was per-
fectly free and unrestricted.
We heartily congratulate our Paris contemporary; and we do

so the more readily as we have always been foremost in the
battle against quackeries of all kinds, amongst which homceo-
pathy may claim a distinguished rank. Law suits are ever

harassing affairs; and we fear that L’Union Medicale has

been considerably worried on account of the good cause. That

journal is therefore entitled to the sympathy of the whole pro-
fessional body and the medical press of the civilized world.

I If the editor of L’Union Medicale has been put to any con-

siderable expense by this unjust prosecution, we firmly believe
that the orthodox practitioners throughout Europe would feel

great pleasure in contributing their mites so as to free him
from all costs and charges attending the action. He has fought
a great battle, and won a splendid victory.

Medical Annotations.
" Ne quid nimis."

LIFE CHEAPLY BOUGHT.

IT has been objected to the comparative statements of the
Registrar-General that the ideal of health upon which he bases
his calculations of an excess of mortality is theoretical in its
proportions and unsubstantial in foundation. He effectively
answered these cavils by a reference to the sanitary progress
of Ely.
The operations of the Board of Health at Macclesfield have-

been attended with as great success and as great saving of life
as at Ely, from which he drew so striking an illustration.
Their sixth yearly report states, that before the operations of
the Board, the rate of mortality in the borough was thirty-
three in a thousand, while for the last five years it has been
twenty-six in a thousand, so that 1015 lives have been saved.
In funeral expenses alone, calculated from the returns of 232
burial clubs, &pound;8729 have been saved. But a larger item would
accrue under the head of diminished sickness, there having been
28,420 less cases of illness ; and the cost of these cases being
estimated, according to the data furnished by friendly societies,
at one shilling a day for twenty days, &pound;28,420 would thus be
saved. Here nothing is assumed. Again, an actual instead
of an assumed contrast can be presented, with no less agreeable
result in the average length of life. The average age of all
who died in the first period was twenty-four years (in the
adjoining rural district it was thirty-four years); in the last
five years it has been twenty-seven years. Each year gains
an accession, the last year’s average being twenty-eight years
and a half. Length of days by three years has thus been
added to each inhabitant.
A few years ago, statements such as these received but little

favour; indeed, many people affected to ridicule them. Now,
however, such vital statistics have assumed an authority which
prevents even the ignorant from questioning their real value
and tendency.

All the facts are alike conclusive, and point to the same

result, and any one will be as intelligible as the rest: the
deaths of children under one year have decreased 16 3 per cent.,
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and those under five years 4’6 per cent. These facts are elo-

queit in argument; and henceforth, if any man would prove
that sanitary amelioration is fertile in health and life, and
repays with interest the immediate outlay involved, he may
refer to Macclesfield as a town whose history offers striking
illustrations of that truth.

A STONE MISSING.

THE privileges and advantages of the position of an- hospital
surgeon are great and manifold; he is not the less exposed to
many dangers from careless misrepresentation.
At the last annual meeting of the Governors of the General

Hospital near Nottingham, held on the 29th of October,
185, a charge of malpraxis was brought by a Governor
against Mr. Thomas Wright, one of the surgeons, which was
founded upon the history of a case of lithotomy treated in the
hospital five years previously. An investigation was called
for, and has been granted. It is fortunate for the medical
officers of our public charities that such charges are rarely
made, or their position might become by no means agreeable,
as it is easy to see that personal and interested motives might
initiate such investigations quite as often as zeal for the welfare
of the patients. Of course, however, when a charge of this
kind is made, the only satisfactory way of meeting it is by
oourting and facilitating the fullest inquiry. This was the
course adopted here.
A special meeting of the Committee, presided over by the

President of the hospital, and in the presence of the Governor
who had raised the question, arrived at the conclusion that
*’ the operation had the sanction of the medical officers who
were consulted, and that it was skilfully and carefully per-
formed." 

Mr. Wright has addressed us with the request that we will
give publicity to the following statement. He abstains from

any comments, but we should be glad to hear the interpre-
tation which he himself puts upon the circumstances :-

Joseph H-, aged eight years, was admitted to the
General Hospital near Nottingham on July 25th, 1853, with
the usual but rather severe symptoms of stone in the bladder.
He had previously been sounded by two surgeons, who had
stated that he had stone. I carefully examined the bladder
Qn two occasions, and, though there was some difficulty in
striking a stone, was quite satisfied that one was present,
though it appeared small. On one of these occasions, this
opinion was confirmed by one of my colleagues. The bowels

were acted upon by means of a dose of castor oil on the morn-
ing of the operation. Previously to the introduction of the
staff, the patient was sounded by my two colleagues and
myself, and also by one of the surgeons who had seen him.
before his admission to the hospital, and all were satisfied as to
the existence of a stone, though I again had some difficulty at
first in feeling it. The incisions were made in the manner de-
scribed by Liston in speaking of the lateral operation ; and
when the bladder was opened, its contents were violently ex-
pelled, and at the same time a large quantity of chewed
orange-peel, tinged with f.seces, escaped from the rectum. I
then introduced my finger into the bladder, and was surprised
not to find a stone. The bladder was then examined by one
of my colleagues, and again by me, with a similar result; nor
was anything discovered which would explain the sensation
which had been communicated through the sound. Thinking
it possible for a small stone to have escaped with the urine
through the wound, the floor and clothing, &c., were carefully
searched for a stone, but without success. The patient was
sent to bed, and rapidly recovered from the effects of the

operation, without any bad symptoms, the wound healing in
sixteen days. The painful symptoms from which he had suf-
fered before the operation were quite relieved."

A CAPTAIN CUTTING.

THERE is a tenderness of heart which amounts to cruelty,
and a sentimentality which is no other than selfishness. Those

who are afflicted with these qualities are wont to consider
themselves as sensitive and soft-hearted. They are " nervous:"

the thought of suffering, the aspect of pain, the sight of blood,
is death to them. These are painful incidents to all: they jar
upon the nerves, and destroy that agreeable composure and
smiling contentedness of mind which we all enjoy so much,
and should be willing to possess for ever undisturbed. But it
is one thing to brave annoyance in the discharge of our duties,
and another to evade those duties on the pretence that we are
not so constituted as to endure the annoyance. The latter
course is the easier: it is needless to say which is the more
laudable. The man who overcomes his repugnance to behold

suffering in order that he may give needful aid to the sufferer,
achieves a great victory over himself; and few men have that
heroic quality of self-command, and that admirable capacity
of self-devotion which are shown in an act recorded of Captain
Cutting, the master of the American ship, John Bright.
On Wednesday, the 27th of October, he went to the rescue

of an unfortunate shipwrecked vessel, and succeeded in rescu-
ing six persons from almost immediate destruction. Amongst
them was the captain, David Kinney, whose left leg had been
broken, just above the ankle, by a falling spar. The injury
was so serious, and the subsequent hardships had been so severe,
that, spite of every care, mortification appeared in the frac-
tured limb. It progressed so far, that, though no surgeons,
yet all could see that the only chance of saving life was to
pelform amputation. There are few who would not have
shrunk from the responsibility of operating: very few, indeed,
who would have been justified in accepting it by their capacity.
Captain Cutting, however, undertook the operation, and ampit,
tated above the knee. He is said to have performed this pain.
ful and difficult duty with a degree of nerve and skill which
did him the highest honour. Few men are so rarely endowed
as to have been enabled to carry through this hazardous task
successfully. Captain Cutting’s conduct is beyond all praise.
Placed in circumstances of singular danger, he showed himself
equal to the emergency, and hence will be deservedly recorded
with honour in the annals of eccentric surgery.

HERNIA MALTREATED HOMOEOPATHICALLY.

ONCE more we have to record a death in the name of homceo-

pathy. A scandalously-ignorant and criminally -presump-
tuous fellow, named Gamble, practising at Toronto, Canada,
availed himself of the shelter which the convenient quackery
of homoeopathy affords to entitle himself" homoeopathic sur-
geon and physician," and to practise upon the lives and health
of her Majesty’s lieges. " He had no licence," he said: "he
had a homoeopathic diploma. He studied under Dr. Epps, in
London." With this famous qualification, he was called to see
a poor fellow suffering from strangulated inguinal hernia. He

prescribed bryonia, on the first day; next day, as the vomit-
ing grew more severe, and the ejected matter more offensive,
he prescribed two drops of nux vomica in a tumbler of water.
Day by day, as the symptoms grew more and more urgent,-
this miserable fellow pronounced him better, and declared there
was nothing serious. From Monday until Saturday he continued
’’ in attendance" without discovering the rupture. On Satur-

day, it was evident to the wife that her husband was sinking
into deathly pangs, and she called in Dr. Bethune and other
surgeons, who found the patient dying from prolonged stran-
gulation of the bowel. Symptoms of mortification were pre.
sent. The necessary operation for relief was immediately.
performed, but too late to be successful.
At an inquest held upon the body, the evidence of Gamble

was taken. He stated that "he knew the symptoms of hernia
well. In some cases there are large lumps; in others, elas-
ticity of the bowels." He stated his method of finding hernia
by reading a description from Dr. Lawrie’s work. He could

distinguish between a strangulated hernia and one that was
not strangulated, because in the one there would be a smooth
elastic feeling, and in the other a protrusion! At the post’
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mortem examination the omentum and bowels were found to be 
I

gangrenous. The jury found, in their verdict, " that the de-

ceased, George Webster, died from mortification of the bowels,
caused by the neglect of treatment of a strangulated hernia,
which Thomas Cronin Gamble, a homoeopathic surgeon, through
ignorance and malpractice, failed to discover." The guilt of
this man is of no ordinary dye. Shamefully ignorant, and
fatally presumptuous, he dared daily to meddle with the vital
disorders of humanity. This deliberate, protracted, and wilful
disregard of the value of the life of his fellow-men, ended
fatally in the case of George Webster. Who can say how

many have narrowly escaped, or how many have met with

death, through his ignorance and neglect ? The homoeopathic
quackery affords an easy shelter, and holds out an alluring
prospect, to men of this stamp. If others prosper by the de-
ception, and can succeed in gulling the many by giving in-
nocuous doses of nothing, why not they also ? Has not the retired
blacking-bottle manufacturer, the ginger-beer merchant, the
broken-coal agent of their acquaintance, turned " homoeopathic
doctor," and thriven under the easy and profitable rascality ?
Then they also may hope. ’This is their chain of reasoning.
It is only when some serious and palpable disorder comes under
their care that the work of their hands-murder by neglect-
meets the public eye. No human knowledge can compass the
hidden details of the thousand secret catastrophes which have
been thus wrought since the introduction of homceo-quackery.

THE

ANALYTICAL SANITARY

COMMISSION.

RECORDS OF THE RESULTS OF

MICROSCOPICAL AND CHEMICAL ANALYSES
OF THE

SOLIDS AND FLUIDS

CONSUMED BY ALL CLASSES OF THE PUBLIC.

ON

POISONOUS SUGAR CONFECTIONERY.

IN the Report of the Analytical Sanitary Commission, pub-
lished in THE LANCET of the 20th of November, it will be
remembered that the results of the analyses of FIFTY SAMPLES of
-various descriptions of sugar confectionery were made known.

Of these fifty samples no less than thirty-five were adul-
terated, the adulteration consisting, in many cases, of the
addition ofDAFF, DUCK, plaster-ofPw’is, or sulphate of lime;
others, of flour and starch of different kinds, as 2vlzeat ftour, in
poo and sago starc7te,3, and Indian corn;lovr; and in others,
of the DAFF, and starch orflour mixed.
The extent of the adulteration varied in many cases from a

fourth or a third, even to three-fourths.
We shall now cotinue this inquiry by publishing the results

of the analysis of the various pigments which we have met with
in articles of sugar confectionery purchased in the metropolis
within the last few days.
FFST3LT$OF THE CHEMICAL EXAMINATION OF FORTY-FOUR

SAMPLES OF LOZENGES AND OTHER ARTICLES OF SUGAR
CONFECTIONERY, DETER-,UI-N-ING THE NATURE OF THE PIG-
1>fENTS EMPLOYED IN THEIR COLORATION.

GINGER LOZENGES.

1st Sample.
Purchased of&mdash;Mr. C. Bainbridge, Wholesale Confectioner, 53

and 54, Holborn-hill.
Coloured with that poisonous pigment, CHROMATE OF LEAD.

l 2nd Sample.
Purchased of-Mr. Holloway, Wholesale Confectioner, 102,

Drury-lane.
Coloured with CHROMATE OF LEAD.

31’d Sample.
Purchased of-S. Shearman, 6, Prospect-place, Kingsland-road.

Coloured with CHROMATE OF LEAD.

4th S’tmple.
Purchased of&mdash;Mr. Dunsmore, Wholesale Confectioner, 17,

Middle-row, Holborn.
Colour NATURAL. In our previous Report on Sugar Confec-

tionery, it was stated that these lozenges were adulterated
with a small quantity of potato-flour. Mr. Dunsmore
assures us that he does not adulterate a single article of &pound;
which he is the manufacturer, and that he can only account
for the presence of the potato-starch by supposing that it
was introduced into the ginger either during the process of &pound;
grinding-an operation which is not performed by Mr. Duns-
more himself, but is entrusted by him to others, or through
the starch-powder used to dust the lozenges.

CAYENNE LOZENGES.
5</t Sample.

Purchased of-Mrs. Worman, 112A, High Holborn.
Colour NATURAL.

CONVERSATION MEDALS.

6th Santple.
Purchased of-Mr. Fisher, High-street, Islington.
Of these medals, some are white, others pink, and others

yellow. The colouring of the pink medals is vegetable,
and harmless, while that of the yellow medals consists of
CHROMATE OF LEAD.

7th Sample.
Purchased of-Mr. Moore, Princes-street, Queen-street, Hol-

born.
The medals are white, 1’ed, and yellow, both pigments being

vegetable colours.
SUGAR BUTTONS.

8<7t Sample.
Purchased of-C. Death, Pulteney-court, Little Windmill-st.

Coarsely coloured with VERMILION CINNABAR, Or"BI&bgr;ULPHlJRE’r
OF MERCURY.

COUGH LOZENGES.

9th Sample.
Purchased of-Henry Edwards, 6, High-street, Islington.

Colour NATURAL. Lozenges in all respects genuine.
TRANSPARENT PEPPERMINT LOZENGES.

10 Sample.
Purchased of-Henry Edwards, 6, High-street, Kingsland.

Colour NATURAL. Lozenges genuine.
COMFITS.

11th Sample.
Purchased of-Mr. Page, 160. Goswell-street, St. Luke’s.

Colours pink, white, and yellow. The pink is a vegetable
colour, but the yellow consists of CHROMATE OF LEAD.

12th Sample.
Purchased of-Mr. Handley, 26, White Lion-street, Severn

Dials.
Comfits mixed, white, red, and yellow. The red pigment is

vegetable, but the yellow consists of CHROMATE OF LEAD.

SCOTCH MIXTURE.

13th Sample.
, Purchased of-C. Hockley, 40A, Lamb’s Conduit-street.

Colouring matter of the pink articles in this parcel is vege-
table, but that of the yellow, metallic, consisting of CHRO-
MATE OF LEAD.

GINGER PALETTES.

I 14th Sample.
Purchased of-M. Annand, 101, Bridge-road, Lambeth.

., ’ Coloured throughout with CHROMATE OF LEAD.


